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Kingdom of God more in accordance with the demands of
strict evolution, as well as by a more severe analysis of the
texts bearing on the point, I was enabled after carefully
working over the whole material again, to still further reduce
the number of keys, in the shape of operative human inotives3
by which Jesus was actuated in the various passages and
incidents of his life. And if the test of the truth of a frankly
human interpretation be the fewness and naturalness of the
operative motives by which the complexities of a life are
reduced to harmony and unity, I have little to alter in my
presentation as a whole. All I would ask the reader to do
would be to soften as much as possible the precision and
definiteness of outline with which I have presented the
incidents of the Garden and the Cross, and by standing back a
little farther from the picture of his life as a whole, to look at
it all, as in an impressionist view, through a softening medium
of twilight or haze. But as by an unfortunate ambiguity of
expression, which however is absent from the < summary of
contents' of the chapter, I have given room for misapprehension
as to the view I take of the Resurrection, I may at once
explain that what I intended to say on page 307 and elsewhere
was that it was the belief of the disciples in the resurrection of
Jesus that reassured them of his Messiahship after his death,
and not that I offered any opinion of my own on the point one
way or another. For my entire scheme of civilization, it is
necessary to observe, is everywhere based on what men believed
to be true at any given time and place, and not on the actual
truth or falsehood of these beliefs in themselves, or on how we
should regard them to-day. Indeed, if I were pressed, I should
say that up to the time that Modern Physical Science gave us
the power of prevision in all that class of facts to which it is
found applicable, and mainly In the sciences founded on
Mathematics, there was not, broadly speaking, and when looked
at sub specie <$ternitati$ as Spinoza says, a single whole truth
among the innumerable half truths that <have gone to make up